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DASR, STARS Get Green Light 

Two systems being developed for the DoD for air traffic control have won approval to enter low-rate initial production. The ASR-11 Digital Airport Surveillance (DASR) has completed pre-production activities at the Air Force's Electronic Systems Center, Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., resulting in initial production. DoD made a similar decision in late January on the Standard Terminal Automation Replacement System (STARS). The two decisions are based on results achieved in the development test/operational test of both systems at Eglin AFB, Fla. The test was completed in December. The ASR-11 and STARS programs are being conducted jointly with FAA. 

The ASR-11 DASR and STARS form the core of DoD's air traffic modernization program. ``These two new systems are imperative to advancing the safety and efficiency of military ATC throughout the National Airspace System,'' said Col. Stephen Henry, the Air Force's director of global air traffic control operations. ``Our air traffic control personnel can't wait to start using these new systems operationally.'' 

The ASR-11 DASR is a modern, solid-state airport surveillance radar with primary surveillance coverage to 60 miles and secondary surveillance coverage to 120 miles. It provides improved detection in clutter and weather, increased reliability and low life-cycle costs, and it further can detect six levels of weather. Up to 216 ASR-11s are being planned for DoD and FAA procurement. 

The STARS/DAAS is a modern, highly reliable, open-architecture air traffic automation system that provides new high-resolution color displays and greatly improved computer processing and communication equipment. In addition, it has six-level weather display and multi-radar tracking capability and allows incorporation of new hardware and software features. The FAA and DoD plan to purchase up to 331 STARS for terminal ATC facilities.  [Raytheon PR, 3/30/00]

CPDLC in the Atlantic

In a move that increases the safety and efficiency of oceanic air travel, the FAA started using electronic air/ground communication services for aircraft operating over the Atlantic Ocean. The FAA's New York Air Traffic Control Center began initial operations in March of the Multi-Sector Oceanic Data Link System, which provides a means for air traffic controllers to have two-way electronic communications with aircraft equipped with data link. This technology is designed to eliminate the need for voice communication between data link-equipped aircraft and air traffic controllers, improving the reliability and timeliness of message delivery. 

In conjunction with aircraft equipped with the Future Air Navigation System (FANS), the Oceanic Data Link system provides a means to automatically check pending clearances for conflicts, while allowing the 

flight crews to automatically load flight clearances they have received into the aircraft's Flight Management System. The Oceanic Data Link system also provides the controllers with an integrated interface to the flight data processor and addresses the existing high frequency communications problems with aircraft, such as frequency congestion, transcription errors, and lack of timeliness.  [M2 Communications, 5/2/00]

Shorts

-- FAA Administrator Jane Garvey has not yet notified Congress of changes in the fiscal 2001 WAAS budget request of $111 million and has not moved to change fiscal 2000 funding, although she told a House subcommittee of the plan for a scaled-back WAAS. [Aviation Daily, 4/3/00]

-- The GAO, in a draft report, blamed a "shortage of in-house technical expertise" for the integrity problems experienced by FAA's WAAS. The GAO cited FAA statements that the "contractor lacked sufficient expertise" to deal with the integrity issues now plaguing WAAS. Earlier, the DoT Inspector General told Congress that FAA recognized that "neither FAA nor Raytheon has the necessary expertise to resolve" WAAS failures. [Aviation Daily, 4/3/00]

-- GAO said that the "integrity issues with WAAS have occurred in large part because FAA management and the integrated product team have not closely monitored this issue and because members of the team have not communicated effectively with each other and the contractor. This is not a new problem. In the past, we have reported that managerial weakness, including inadequate oversight of contractors' performance, was a major contributor to FAA's recurring...cost and schedule problems." [Aviation Daily, 4/3/00]

Wisdom of WSDDM

The FAA’s Weather Support to Deicing Decision-Making (WSDDM) System integrates data from Doppler radar, surface weather stations, and snow gauges and displays important weather information to airline and airport decision-makers. The accumulation of ice and snow on aircraft prior to takeoff is a serious safety hazard. While weather conditions cannot be controlled, the WSDDM system will provide critical deicing guidance information to help prevent accidents. [FAA Website, POC Tammy Jones at 202-267-8521]
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