


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF AN 
INTEGRATED NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN AT NAVAL SPACE 
SURVEILLANCE STATION, GILA RIVER, ARIZONA 

Pursuant to section 102(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the 
Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-l 508) implementing the 
procedural provisions of NEPA, the Department of the Navy gives notice that an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) has been prepared and an Environmental Impact Statement is not required for 
the implementation of a compliance-based Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan 
(INRMP) for Naval Space Surveillance Station (NSSS) Gila River, Arizona. 

The proposed action is to modify the existing natural resources management practices at NSSS 
Gila River to develop and implement an INRMP consistent with the military use of the property 
and the goals and objectives established in rthe Sikes Act Improvement Act (SAIA). The goal of 
the proposed action is to implement an ecosystem-based conservation program that provides for 
conservation and rehabilitation of natural resources in a manner that is consistent with the 
military mission; integrates and coordinates all natural resources management activities; and 
provides for sustainable multipurpose uses Iof natural resources. 

NSSS Gila River encompasses an approximately 25.5-acre site located on the Gila River Indian 
Reservation in Pinal County, Arizona. The Navy leases this site from the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs. The station currently has a low natural resource value because 
the majority of its grounds are either moweid or graded bare to reduce risk of wildfires and the 
station is surrounded by fences that restrict wildlife access. Additionally, because of security 
reasons the Station is not accessible to the public. 

The following management alternatives were considered for the proposed action: the “no 
action” alternative; a compliance and stewardship-based INRMP; and a compliance-based 
INRMP. The No Action alternative is cont:inued implementation of the objectives and practices 
under the existing natural resource management programs at NSSS Gila River and therefore, will 
not fulfill the goals and objectives established in the SAIA. For this reason, the No Action 
alternative was rejected. The compliance and stewardship-based INRMP includes stewardship 
and administrative measures that are unlikely to be implemented due to budget limitations. For 
this reason, the compliance and stewardship-based INRMP was rejected. The proposed 
compliance-based INRMP would implement those natural resources management actions 
necessary to comply with existing federal laws, regulations, and military mission requirements, 
as well as some stewardship measures to improve erosion control and enhance wildlife habitat 
and management. 

There will be no significant impacts upon any federally listed threatened or endangered species, 
critical habitat, wetlands, or archeological or historic resources. No federally listed threatened 
and endangered species, critical habitat, wetlands or cultural resources have been identified at 
NSSS Gila River. Additionally, there will be no significant impacts to water quality, air quality 
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or the health and safety of children or minority and low-income populations. Since the proposed 
INRMP includes many measures designed ‘to protect, enhance and restore natural resources at 
NSSS Gila River, there are expected to be beneficial impacts from the proposed action. 

Based upon the information gathered during the preparation of the EA, the Navy finds that the 
implementation of an INRMP for NSSS Gila River would not significantly impact human health 
or the environment. 

The EA prepared by the Navy addressing this action is on file and interested parties may obtain a 
copy from Naval Space Command, 5280 Fourth Street, Code N43 Attn: Mr. George Buffkin, 
Building 1700, Dahlgren, VA 22448-5300, Telephone (540) 653-5553. A limited number of 
copies of the EA are available to till single copy requests. 

Head, Environmental Planning and NEPA Compliance 
Environmental Protection, Safety and Occupational Health Division 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Logistics) 
























































































































































